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Because we, as a congregation, decided to become a member congregation of the Lutheran Congregations 

in Mission for Christ (LCMC), the Church Council has undertaken the task of rewriting our Church 

Constitution.  Integral to it is our Statement of Faith (or Belief) which the Council tasked me to write. 

The following newsletter article is the second of a series that will help to both remind some, and to clarify 

for others what we believe as Lutherans.  Please hold on to it and use it, along with the others to follow, as 

an educational resource as we work together towards ratifying our Constitution. 

 

In part 1 of this series, I briefly outlined what is meant by the term "Confessional Lutheran."  In fact, to be 

Lutheran, from the time of the Reformation, meant to be “confessional” and being "Lutheran" meant that 

one agreed with the Confessions of the Lutheran Church. 

But, during the past 20 to 30 years that strong connection between being Lutheran and agreement with the 

Lutheran Confessions has been weakened, if not lost, by many.  To some, the Lutheran Confessions are just 

historical documents that reflect a past time in our Church history.  Others have, at one time or another, 

studied the Confessions but haven’t read or looked at them since.  Folks, if we no longer know or agree with 

these Confessions, then what does it mean to be Lutheran?  This is the downward spiral that the ELCA has 

been involved in since 2009. 

Allow me to use an example to help you to better understand what I’m getting at.  Many of us, at some point 

in our lives, have studied and learned a foreign language, right?  But if we were asked now to speak in that 

language, could we do it?  Some of us couldn’t!  Why not?  Well, because we haven’t continued to use or 

study that language and as time has gone by we don’t remember how to speak it.  The same is true of the 

Lutheran Confessions.  Every Lutheran Pastor has studied them in seminary classes and learned what they 

say and mean.  Yet, if they don’t continue to read, study, and apply their true teachings throughout their 

pastoral ministry, how will they be able to teach their truths to their congregations?  How can they 

remember what it means to be a Lutheran?  How can they continue to unconditionally agree with what the 

Confessions say? 

This is where some of the big differences and divisions in the Lutheran Church have come from!  Today, 

there are groups of people who still call themselves Lutheran yet they’ve lost their confessional knowledge 

and bond and rely, instead, on sinful and worldly thought and teachings to keep them together.  This is, of 

course, very wrong!  Because, to be Lutheran means that one lives according to the truth of God’s Word 

while agreeing that the Lutheran Confessions are a correct explanation of it.  In order to do that, 

Lutherans must know what they say!  Otherwise, the false teaching of other denominations and sects will 

creep into our theology and practice until there is no longer a Lutheran Church.  After all, not all 

denominations are  the same!  It really means something to be Lutheran, but as Luther said time and time 

again, we must know: "What does this mean!" 

Next time : What do confessions and denominations mean? 

In HIS love, 

Pastor Hill 
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ACTION  TO  YOUR  CALLING 
 
But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary. 
they will walk and not be faint  ( Isaiah  40:31 ) 
 
Our priority in our lives as people of God  should  be  building  His 
kingdom.  We  need  to  make  time  for  worshiping  our  King. 
 
Our  God  is  an  active God.  He  wants  us  to be  just  as active  
in our ministry.  It  is  a  call  to  action.  God  wants  us  to  try, to 
make an effort,  so  that  others  may  be  blessed  by  our  works. 
Our  words  and  actions  can  be  powerful  evidence  of God's  love 
and  presence  in  this  world.   He  gives  us  reasons  to  get  involved 
and  strength  to  do  his  will.  How  will  we  respond  to  the  work 
that  lies  ahead.  Let  us  continue to  reach out  and touch  others 
and  soar  to  new  heights.  We  are  loved! 
 
Evangelism 

 
 
 
 

Grace of Calvary Collectibles                          
 
PINK  SALSA 
 
2 c. picante sauce            
1 c. Ranch Dressing 
1 c. sour cream 
 
Mix well.  Pour  over Nachos  or taco chips 

STRAWBERRY  DIP 
 
8 oz. jar marshmallow cream     4 oz. sour cream 
8 oz. cream cheese, (room temperature) 
 
Mix all together and chill.  Serve with fresh 
strawberries. 
Also good with grapes and  fresh pineapple. 

Cooling Center 

The Azusa Senior Center is a  cooling center in the local area.  The Azusa Senior Center will 

also be open on Sundays between 10 and 4 when the temperature reaches 100 degrees.  The 

Azusa Senior Center is located at 740 N. Dalton Ave, (626)812-5287.  Memorial Park on 320 

N. Orange Place in Azusa is also a cooling center.   

Other cooling centers in the area include Irwindale Senior Center on Arrow Hwy, Monrovia Community 

Center on 119 W Palm Ave, Monrovia Public Library on 321 So. Myrtle Ave.  Several cooling centers are 

located in Claremont at the Alexander Hughes Community Center, Blaisdell Senior Center, Claremont 

Library, and the Joslyn Senior Center. 

“I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all, but whatever I have 

placed in God's hands, that I still possess.” 

Martin Luther 

“God writes the Gospel not in the Bible alone, but also on trees, and in the flowers 

and clouds and stars.” 

 Martin Luther 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjZmcPFs9TUAhUUUGMKHUY1BycQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fvinylgiftsandmore.com%2Fcategory_76%2Fall%2FReligious-Sayings.htm&psig=AFQjCNG3u4D4evuljTbuWuLKXH7amQxlGA&ust=149
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Greetings from Grace Lutheran Preschool! 

 

We have had an amazing first month of Summer Fun at Grace!  The hot weather made for a great 

time at water play, and painting with ice helped to keep us cool.  A traveling zoo came to visit the 

preschool, and we also got to see a bubble show.  Some of us even got to be inside a giant bubble! We 

look forward to an all school camp out on July 7th, as well as race day on July 14th.  The children will 

be making their own box cars at school to race with, please feel free to come cheer them on.  July 26th 

brings a special demonstration from Kidspace about wind power.  We have so many wonderful things 

planned. 

Please make sure to check your child’s schedule for July to make sure all the dates you signed up for 

are correct, and let us know about any changes ASAP.  We appreciate all our returning families, and 

again welcome our new families to our school!  

Love and blessings, 

Staff of Grace Lutheran Preschool 
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Population K-8th  

 

Our summer camp is going full blast and we are having 
so much fun! This year we are taking a journey through 
the parables, as we learn about a different parable each 
week.  We are so happy that Coach Brian is back for 
Amazing Athletes every week along our journey too! We 
love our weekly trips to the pool to cool us all off. 

Week One was Travel Plan Week. We made maps to 
chart our journey, visited Krispy Kreme and learned 
about how donuts are made, celebrated National Donut 
Day by making our very own donuts, learned about the 
Parable of the Yeast and got to know each other. 

 
Week Two was Circus Week and was led by Miss Bobbi.  We had 
great time on carnival day with many games, face painting and 
some of us even won goldfish! We learned about the Parable of 
the Prodigal Son, saw a juggler show by David Cousins at the 
library and went to see Captain Underpants. 

 

 

 
 

Week Three was Magical Music Week and 
led by Miss Kristi.  We learned about the 
Parable of the Talents and used our talents in 
a wonderful talent show. We made our own 
instruments and played along with music 
while learning about how to use musical 
instruments. We went to Scandia Amusement 
Park and found that many of us had talents 
and skills that we never knew we had! 
 
Week Four was Mad Science Week and 
was led by Miss Treya. We made our own 
Ecosystems, made Ice Cream and used our 
sense of taste, smell and touch in a sensory 
activity. We went to Bonelli Park and had a 
wonderful cook out.  We learned about the 
Parable of the Laborers and saw Science on 
the Go! at the Library. 

Week Five was Amazing Creatures Week and was led by Miss Erin. We 
had a visit from some Reclusive Rainforest Animals when we had a visit 
by Education Through Nature Programs. We went to a So Cal Reptiles 
Show at the library and learned about the Parable of the Lost Sheep. 
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Happy July, Grace of Calvary! We are halfway through another calendar 

year, and we just completed the school year and the music season! 

Time flies around here at GOC, because there is always something 

happening here! 

 

Speaking of the music season, my eternal gratitude goes out to all the fantastic 

musicians here at GOC and how they all came together on June 25 for Music Ministry 

Appreciation Sunday. Thank you to our ever-faithful praise band, Heart of Worship - 

Paul & Danielle Olsen and Ryan Hill, our instrumentalists, Jeff Leach on saxophone, Phoebe Forbeck on 

flute (and, of course, Patti Garman on tambourine!), and my Five Loaves and Two Fish - Voices of 

Grace, Melanie Knutsen-Almond, Carrie Leach, Anna Marie Hill, Kelly Slagle, Pilar Kierulf, Ryan Hill and 

my better half, Lonnie Stewart. We also owe special thanks to Dave Garman for his indomitable faith and 

drive. All of these dedicated folks gave of their time and talents all year long led by the Holy Spirit, and 

came so far this season in their gift and in their faith. It has been a wonderful joy to behold! 

 

Our annual Patriotic Service will be Sunday, July 2. Special music will be provided 

by Sounds of Grace. We will share songs of our love for God and country, and a 

special message of hope will be given by Ms. Anita Robinette, ELM. Don’t miss it! 

 

Voices of Grace will be off for the summer, but other musicians are working on special 

anthems to share with the congregation and glorify our Lord. Watch the bulletins and 

our notices on Facebook. 

 

The Abide in Me Coffee House Worship Experience will continue during the 

summer months on Friday, July 28, and Friday, August 25, respectively. This is 

still the best-kept secret in Glendora! If you haven’t attended yet - you are 

definitely missing out! Seriously! Bring a friend, neighbor or co-worker—this is an 

intimate gathering of friends and family who just want to spend an evening 

communing with the Lord and other believers through music. Surprise guests 

continue to join us, and we want YOU to be here with us!  

 

Music plays a big part in the ministry here at GOC. As has been often said, 

Pastor Hill and I are big believers in thematic worship. It is important that the 

music reflect the scripture readings and the message for the day so that worship 

is a woven tapestry of our Lord’s Word. It is also important that you are here at 

worship every Sunday unless you are ill or out of town. Worship services are 

designed for your edification, blessing and spiritual uplifting, and if you aren’t 

present, you can’t receive the present!  

 

Have a safe and blessed summer! Yes, take time to vacation and rest, but continue to read your Bible, 

stay in His Word, and make sure you join us on Sundays! It’s the best gift ever! 
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Date 1st Reading Psalm 2nd Reading Gospel 

7/2/17 Jeremiah 28:5-9 Psalm 119:153-

160 

Romans 7:1-13 Matthew 10:34-

42 

7/9/17 Zachariah 9:9-12 Psalm 145:1-14 Romans 7:14-25 Matthew 11:25-

30 

7/16/17 Isaiah 55:10-13 Psalm 65:9-13 Romans 8:12-17 Matthew 13:1-9, 

18-23 

7/23/17 Isaiah 44:6-8 Psalm 119:57-

64 

Romans 8:18-27 Matthew 13:24-

30, 36-43 

7/30/17 Deuteronomy 7:6-9 Psalm 125 Romans 8:28-39 Matthew 13:44-

52 

July  Scripture Readings 

 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

2  10am 
Traditional 
Service  
8pm AA Mtg. 

3 
PS/KC Closed 
Church office 
closed 

7:30p  Al-Anon 

4.  July 4th 
holiday.  Church, 
Pre school, Kid 
City Closed  

5  10:00 am KC 

Chapel  “The 

Sower” 

 

6  9:15 PS Chapel 

 

   

  8p  AA Mtg 

7 

 

 

 

 8p  AA Mtg. 

8 

H.O.W. 

9  10 am 
Contemporary 
Service  

8p  AA Mtg. 

10 
9:30 PS 
Gymnastics 
 
7:30 Al-Anon 

11   9:30 a 
PS /11:00 KC 
Amazing Athletes  

 

12  9:15 PS 

Chapel 

10:00 KC Chapel 
“Unmerciful 
Servant” 

13  

 

   

8p  AA Mtg. 

14  

 

 

 

 

8p  AA Mtg. 

15 

 

16   10 am 
Traditional 
Service  

 

8pm AA Mtg. 

17 
9:30a PS 
Gymnastics 

 

7:30p  Al-Anon 

18    9:30a PS 

Amazing Athletes  

 

19 
 
 

5:30 Finance / 

6pm Church 

Council 

20  9:15 a PS 

Chapel 

10:00a KC Chapel 

“The Feast” 

8p  AA Mtg. 

21  

 

 

 

8p  AA Mtg. 

22  H.O.W. 

23    10 am 

Contemporary 

Service 

8P AA Mtg. 

24 9:30 PS 
Gymnastics 

 

7:30p  Al-Anon 

25  9:30a 

PS /11:00 KC 
Amazing Athletes  
 Newsletter 
Deadline 12 noon 

26  10:00 KC 
Chapel “The Rich 
Fool” 
 
 
12 noon Miriam 
Circle 

27 9:15 a PS 

Chapel 

 

 

 

8p  AA Mtg. 

28 

 

 

Coffee House 7p 

8p  AA Mtg. 

29 

30 10 am 

Blended 

Service 

8pm AA Mtg. 

31 9:30 PS 
Gymnastics 
 
 
7:30p  Al-Anon 

     

July Birthdays 
 

7/1 Kelly Swisher;  7/3 Marion Hillmann 
7/5 Paul Cricks;  7/8 Dawn Hayes-Stewart 

7/10 Sarah Northcutt; 
7/18 Lindsey Whittey ps;   
7/19 Melinda Manus ps 

7/22 Shawna Wright ps;  7/24 Rita Reece 
7/26 Lonnie Stewart;   7/30 Tannis Wallace;   

7/31 Sierra Slagle 

Preschool 
Summer 
Program 
Kid City 
Summer 
Program 

July 
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Remember in Your Prayers  
 

For our congregation, our pastor and 

his family; for our schools’ outreach; 

Soren Andersson (Meg Carter's 

Brother), Jeanie Boucher, Joy Ekstrand, 

Jesse Flores, Dave Garman, Dr. Getz, 

Noah Hanson (Mae Olsen’s nephew), Pilar Kierulf, 

Victor Lemus,  David Meixner, Mae Olsen, the Paustian 

family, Dawn and Lonnie Stewart, Lois Sugarman, Betty 

Thomas and family, Carman Torres, Carol Varnes,  and 

Juanita White. 

Date Usher/Greeter Acolyte Worship 

Assistant 

Reader Communion 

Asst. 

Altar Care Refreshments Counters 

7/2/17 

Traditional 

Worship 

Dave & Patti 

Garman 

Landon 

Cameron 

  Debbie 
Chambless 
Sinta Hendargo 

Sinta 

Hendargo 

Church Charles 

Cricks 

Meg Carter 

7/9/17 
Contemp. 
Worship 
 

Cameron Family Landon 

Cameron 

  Debbie 
Chambless 
Mel Olsen 

Sharman 

Sullivan 

Birthday 

Sunday 

Kimberly 
Cameron 
Bernadette 
Forbeck 

7/16/17 

Traditional 

Worship 

Debbie 

Chambless 

Mel Olsen 

Landon 

Cameron 

Anna Marie 

Hill 

Ryan Hill Melanie Knutsen

-Almond 

Carrie Leach 

Barbara 

Swisher 

 Debbie 
Chambless 
Mel Olsen 

7/23/17 

Contemp. 

Worship 

Melanie Knutsen-

Almond 

Carrie Leach 

Landon 

Cameron 

  Anita Robinette 

Debbie 

Chambless 

Sharman 

Sullivan 

 Kimberly 
Cameron 
Bernadette 
Forbeck 

7/30/17 

Blended 

Service 

Anita Robinette 

Debbie 

Chambless 

Landon 

Cameron 

  Melanie Knutsen

-Almond 

Carrie Leach 

Sinta 

Hendargo 

 Jeff Cameron 
Debbie 
Chambless 

Worship Assistants for July  If you are unable to assist on your assigned date, 
please arrange with another person from the list for coverage. 

We Support  

The mission of this organization is two-fold: 
1. Provide emergency food and emotional support to 

needy families primarily in the communities of 
Azusa, Covina, Glendora, La Verne, and San 
Dimas. 

2. Provide necessary tools and resources to help 
these families become self-sufficient. 

657 E. Arrow Hwy., Unit J, Glendora, CA 91740  
Tel: 626.852.7630  

Email: info@shepherdspantry.com, Web site: 
www.shepherdspantry.com 

 
Drop-off times are Tuesdays from 9-11 a.m., 
Wednesdays from 4-6 p.m., and Thursdays from 4-6 
p.m. Thank you so much for your generosity! 

on Citrus Ave. in Covina, and on Grand Ave in Glendora, provide us with beautiful floral 

bouquets each week at no cost to us.  Please consider using Citrus Valley for all of your floral 

needs, and let them know you are from GOC.  They are an FTD florist and can ship anywhere in the country.  Thank 

you Citrus Valley Florist! 

Happy anniversary on July 15th to Pastor and Anna Marie Hill.  Gods blessings for many more happy 

years together.   
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ABOUT US . . . 
Worship & Sunday School - 10:00 a.m. 

Church Office: 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. (M-F) 
Preschool Office: 7:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m. (M-F)  

Afterschool Office: 9:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m. (M-F) 
Phone: (626) 914-1971  

E-Mail:  office@gocglendora.org  Website: www.gocglendora.org   
Facebook: facebook.com/gocglendora 

We cordially invite you to worship God with us and celebrate the New Life God 
gives us in the raising of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 
Children are an integral part of our worship service. We all begin worship together, 
and then our children are dismissed prior to the sermon to our new Sunday School. 
 
Grace of Calvary Lutheran Church & Preschool is a family-oriented church founded 
in 1956, and a supporter of such programs as Lutheran Social Services of 
California, the Alhambra Retirement Community, the Lutheran Food Bank in West 
Covina, The Shepherd’s Pantry, Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Immigration 
Services, and Habitat for Humanity International. 
 
The Preschool is an exciting, educational ministry open to all children in the 
community. Daily classes are taught by a faculty dedicated to the educational, social 
and spiritual growth of the children from 7:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m., including a computer 
lab. Weekly chapel is led by the Director of Music. Active members of the 
congregation may receive up to a 25% discount off tuition. 
 
Our After School Care program is now a Heritage School open for children in 
grades TK Kindergarten through 8th. We currently start at 6:30 a.m. and have drop-
off and pick-up at the following schools: Sellers, Cullen, La Fetra, Sutherland, 
Goddard and Sandburg.  We provide pick-up of our children from their school to Kid 
City until 6:00 p.m. Time is spent on homework, free and outdoor play and crafts. 
Spanish is taught through our language program along with fun customs and 
culture, all in a loving Christian and caring environment. Weekly chapel is led by the 
Pastor. We have a weekly Amazing Athletes Program where the children can 
exercise and learn sportsmanship.  Nutritious snacks are provided daily. It is our 
belief that each child should enjoy an environment that encourages individual 
emotional, intellectual, social and spiritual growth. It is our desire to help guide our 
Kid City children through the trials of being an elementary and middle school 
student. We are here to help with anything they need. 

 

Our newly-revived Youth Ministry involves Christian concerts, community activities, 
and just getting together for fun and fellowship! 

 

Our women’s group, Miriam Circle, meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month.  
They celebrate by enjoying lunch and pursuing educational and spiritual growth. 
Miriam Circle provides meals for shut-ins, funds for various ministries, as well as 
family visits to those in need. 

 
Preschool:  pc@gocglendora.org      After-School Care: asc@gocglendora.org 
Church: office@gocglendora.org          On the Web: gocglendora.org 

Facebook: Grace of Calvary Lutheran Church Glendora 

David B. Hill, Interim Pastor 

Melanie Knutsen-Almond, President 

Karl Hoff—Vice President 

Debra Chambless—Council Secretary 

Charles Cricks-Treasurer 

Len Carter-Financial Secretary 

Patti Garman-Worship  

Anita Robinette-Evangelism  

Jeff Cameron-Stewardship 

Mel Olsen-Buildings & Grounds 

Danielle Olsen-Preschool & After School 

Care 

Zach Slagle-Parish Education 

Jeffrey Leach-Youth 

************************************************** 

CHURCH STAFF 

Debra Chambless 

Parish Secretary  

 

Dawn Hayes-Stewart 

Director of Music &  

Social Media Ministries 

 

Heart of Worship 

Contemporary Praise Band 

 

PRESCHOOL STAFF 

Elida Peralta 
Director 

 

Lindsey Whittey 
Asst. Director 

 
Teachers/Staff 

   Cat Calderon  Darlene Cesena  

Doreen Cesena  Kim Cronauer  

Christine DeStefano  Mandy Donohoe 

 Shirley Garcia   Brooke Haslett 

  Melinda Manus  Yvonne Martinez   

Michelle Sellner  Emily Wood  

Shawna Wright Sara Zarceno 

 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

Anna Marie Hill 
Director 

 

Holly Scherch 

Asst. Director 

 

Teachers 

 Erin Chenelia  Kristin Ehlenburg  

Alexandria Jacobo  Nicole Nelli  

Bobbi Nickels  Treya Sigala 

  Mary Zaarour 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Mandy Donohoe 

Teacher 

MIRIAM CIRCLE 

Dana Honn,  President 
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Sunday Service 

Worship Service & Sunday 

School @ 10:00 a.m. 

Everyone Is Invited 

Visit us on          and like us   

To know and serve Christ, to 

grow in faith and share God’s 

love with all people. 

Grace of Calvary Lutheran Church, Preschool & After School Care 
804 E. Foothill Blvd., Glendora, CA 91741 

Phone: 626-914-1971  E-Mail:  office@gocglendora.org   

 http://www.gocglendora.org 


