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Because, as a congregation, we’ve decided to become a member congregation of the Lutheran 

Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC), the Church Council has undertaken the task of 

rewriting our Church Constitution.  Integral to it is our Statement of Faith (or Belief) which the 

Council tasked me to write.   

The following newsletter article is the first of a series that will help to both remind some, and to 

clarify for others what we believe as Lutherans.  Please hold on to it and use it, along with the others 

to follow, as an educational resource as we work together towards ratifying our Constitution. 

 

Folks, there are so many different churches in the world today, literally thousands of different 

Christian denominations.  If someone says that they are Christian, we ask what kind of Christian?  If 

they say that they are a Lutheran, we ask what kind of Lutheran?  Friends, how did we get to such a 

point?  How can there be such difference and divergence of teaching? 

This question becomes even more important when you realize that most, if not all, of these 

denominations claim to believe in the Bible and teach according to it.  But then we need to ask, what 

do you believe about the Bible?  Is it fully and completely the inspired Word of God or does it contain 

errors?  Are we to understand the bible literally, or is it an interpretation of history that itself needs to 

be interpreted through our own experiences today?  And even among groups answering all of these 

questions, there is still sometimes disagreement over the meaning of some its passages. 

Since the year 1580, we Lutherans have had a simple answer to those wanting to know what we 

believe.  We have a confession of faith that doesn’t change, and how we read and understand God's 

Word doesn’t evolve and develop to suit the times but it remains constant.  This confession of faith 

grew out of the Reformation when the "Lutherans" were forced to compile and present a confession of 

what they believed, and those confessions of faith still define how we are different than all other 

denominations today.  They are confessions of faith thoroughly derived from the Bible and are an 

explanation of the truth of God's Word.  These documents are compiled into a book called “The Book 

of Concord.”  If you believe, teach, and confess what is contained in this book, you are properly called 

a Lutheran, or a "confessional” Lutheran.  Yet, if you deviate from the teaching and confession 

contained in this book, you are deviating from what it means to be "Lutheran." 

So, what is in this Book of Concord?  It contains a number of documents, written by a number of 

people, over a long period of time.  These documents demonstrate that the faith we confess as 

Lutherans is not something new or novel, but is in fact the faith that the church has always believed 

and confessed.  And so, the first three writings in the Book of Concord are the three ancient, 

ecumenical creeds: the Apostles, the Nicene, and the Athanasian Creeds.  Next are confessions of faith 

that were written during the time of the  Reformation: the Augsburg Confession (1530), the Apology of 

[or defense of] the Augsburg Confession  (1531), the Smalcald Articles (1537), the Treatise on the 

Power and Primacy of the Pope (1537), the Small and Large Catechisms (1529), and the Formula of 

Concord (1577).  These confessional documents do not take the place of the Bible, but they are 

authoritative because they are confessed to be the correct explanation of the Word of God. 
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Therefore, Lutheran theology isn’t only thoroughly Biblical, but it’s also confessional.  And these 

Confessions help to bind the church together and help to establish doctrinal unity.  All Lutheran 

Pastors are required to study the Bible, as well as these Confessions, and after having come to an 

understanding that they are a correct explanation of the Word of God, the Pastors are permitted to 

teach and preach in the church.  In fact, on the day they are ordained, Pastors make a promise to 

teach in accordance with these Confessions—not as a substitute for the Word of God, but because 

they correctly teach the Word of God.  And with such a promise, the reality of the church is 

recognized, because the work of the Lutheran church  isn’t  something  that is done differently  from 

place to place, where each congregation or Pastor chooses to do their own thing.  No!  To remain 

faithful therefore means that we aren’t free to teach and practice as we see fit, but as members of the 

Lutheran Church we take its history and continuity seriously, and strive to believe, teach, and 

confess what the church has always believed, taught, and confessed.  To do that is what it truly 

means to be Lutheran . . . a confessional Lutheran. 

Yet we find ourselves in our day and age today where this confessional loyalty is being sacrificed at 

the “altars of relevance, experience, and novelty.”  The Confessions are frequently ignored and many 

are choosing to do things as they see fit.  And so in such a time we need to ask the following 

questions: what does it mean to be Lutheran?  What does it mean to be a confessional Lutheran? 

Why is this still important?  These are questions that will be addressed as we continue this series in 

the next newsletter. 

In HIS love 

Pastor Hill 

Grace of Calvary Collectables 
 
"Banana  Split Dessert" 
 
12 oz. pkg. cream 
cheese  softened 
1/4  c. sugar 
3 T. milk 
 
Mix  together  and  spread  on  bottom
  of  9 X 13 inch pan. 
Layer with fresh or thawed 
strawberries, bananas  and pineapple. 
Spread 1  carton of Cool Whip on 
this.  Drizzle with chocolate syrup and 
top with nuts and cherries. 
 

Support In Working For  God's Kingdom 
 

We are God's workers in His field.  Each of us has to 
build on it.  That  is  Jesus  Christ.  We are God’s fellow 
workers and that is the  foundation  of  the  Church.  
Christ has won the victory on the cross for us which 
means that we can work for the Lord in victory. 
 

It's  part of God's design that we should support others, 
work as a team, and that others should support us.  
He  provides  prayer  as  a support  system.  We  have 
the  opportunity to share with other Christians,  to pray 
together and study God's word as a 
member of God's  team. 
 

It is  the same kind of support God 
encourages us to give freely to others. 
 

Evangelism 

Miss Emmy Wood will be the substitute Sunday School teacher 

for the month of June, while Miss Mandy Donohoe is on vacation.  

Thank you Miss Emmy.   
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Our school year has come to a close!  Time sure flew by.  It was so wonderful to see all 
of our friends and families participate in our Field Day.  We would like to thank all of 
our parents that helped with donations and for volunteering your time in helping in 
our stations.  Our Fly-Up performances turned out so amazing.  The teachers and 
children practice these songs all year to prepare for awesome performances at the end 
of the school year.  It is always such a bitter sweet event.  We are very blessed to be able 
to teach & watch these children grow throughout their preschool life.  We will miss 
those that have left us this school year but we wish them many blessings as they start a 
new milestone in their life.  We wish you all the best! 

 

We’d like to welcome all of the new and returning families that will attend our summer 
program this year.  We have lots of great activities planned this summer.   

 

We look forward to a great summer program and hope to see you there! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ms. Elida and all of the Grace Lutheran Preschool Staff. 

 

Staff Field Day      Grasshopper Fly-up 



 

5 

 

 

 

 

 



 

6 

 

Population K-8th  

 

FIRST AVENUE 

On May 23rd, we had a Luau Field Day for everyone at Kid City. Everyone had a fantastic time playing games 
and having ice cream. Thanks again Miss Erin for planning such an awesome day! 
 

On May 24th the Teachers had a kickball game against the 4th and 5th graders. Everyone had a great time! 
 

Summer Camp starts Wednesday, May 31st.  Our summer enrollment has been going great! If you have not 
signed up already, please check to see if we have room on the days that you will need.  Please do this as 
soon as possible because we are filling up, especially on field trips.  All emergency forms, field trip forms, 
registration forms and deposits must be in before camp starts to insure your child’s place for summer. 
 

See you in August if you have not signed up for summer.  School starts on August 16th this year.  August 
tuition is due on the first day your child attends our program and is prorated. 
 

God is truly blessing Kid City and we thank Him for all He does for each and every one of us. We have been 
blessed with wonderful children, parents, and caring teachers. Have a great summer! 
 

Anna Marie Hill, Director, Holly Scherch, Assistant Director  Miss Treya, Accounting Specialist, Miss Alex, 
Miss Bobbi, Miss Nicole, Miss Erin, Miss Mary, and Miss Kristi  

KID CITY OFICE 
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Happy June, fellow GOCers!  

There is always something in the works here at Grace of 

Calvary, and June is no exception. 

On Sunday, June 4, we experience a new 

season in the church year—Pentecost, the 

coming of the Holy Spirit, our Comforter, our Advocate. Remember the tongues of fire 

on the disciples’ heads? Fire is the symbol for Pentecost—renewal, revival, being filled 

with the Holy Spirit and being led to do His work.  

So, let’s wear red that Sunday, recognizing that our hearts are ablaze with the 

Spirit. This is our traditional worship service. Voices of Grace will present a 

special anthem of comfort, joy and praise. Come, Holy Spirit, you are welcome 

here! 

The following Sunday, June 11, is Trinity Sunday, recognizing the Father, the † 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, Three in One. This is our contemporary worship service, 

led by Heart of Worship. New music is planned for this wonderful service. Don’t 

miss it! 

Sunday, June 18, is Fathers’ Day, and we honor not only our earthly fathers, but 

our heavenly Father. This is our traditional worship service. A special anthem will 

be offered by two members of Voices of Grace, expressing our Father’s beautiful 

love for us. 

The last Sunday of June, June 25, is Music Appreciation Sunday, 

and is the official end of the choir season. This is our contemporary 

worship service. In addition to Heart of Worship, all musical groups 

here at Grace of Calvary will be represented: Voices of Grace and 

Sounds of Grace, as well as individuals and small groups, lifting the 

gift of music to His eternal glory. Make certain you attend, and bring 

a friend! 

Our patriotic service will be held on Sunday, July 2. Both Voices of Grace and 

Sounds of Grace are currently scheduled to participate in this annual celebration 

of love for our country blessed by our loving Father in heaven. 

Looking forward over the summer, our Abide in Me coffee house will meet on 

Fridays June 23, July 28 and August 25. This is such a wonderful opportunity to 

share the love of God through music  - so bring a friend!  

Additional special music is being planned for a men’s group featuring GOC members and friends. 

Watch your Sunday bulletins and summer newsletters for more information. 

Thank you for your incredible support for the ministry of music here at GOC. Your prayers and 

encouragement lift our souls to lift yours and give Him glory. Have a most blesséd summer! 
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Date 1st Reading Psalm 2nd Reading Gospel 

6/4/17 Numbers 11:24-

30 

Psalm 25:1-15 Acts 2:1-21 John 7:37-39 

6/11/17 Genesis 1:1-2:4a Psalm 8 Acts 2:14a,22-36 Matthew 28:16-

20 

6/18/17 Exodus 19:2-8 Psalm 100 Romans 5:6-15 Matt. 9:35-10:8 

6/25/17 Jeremiah 20:7-13 Psalm 91:1-10 Romans 6:12-23 Matthew 

10:5a,21-33 

June  Scripture Readings 

 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1   

7:00 pm VOG 

8:00pm AA mtg 

2 

 

 

8p  AA Mtg. 

3 

4  10am 
Traditional 
Service  
Day of 

Pentecost  

8pm AA Mtg. 

5 
9:30a PS 
Gymnastics 
 
 

7:30p  Al-Anon 

6 

 

9:30a PS & 11a 

KC Amazing 

Athletes  

7 

10 a Kid City 

Chapel “The 

Prodigal Son” 

8  

 

7:00 pm VOG 

  8p  AA Mtg 

9. 

 

 

 

 8p  AA Mtg. 

10 

H.O.W. 

11  10 am 
Contemporary 
Service  
Holy Trinity 
Sunday 

8p  AA Mtg. 

12 

 9 a Kid City  

Amazing Athletes 

9:30 PS 
Gymnastics 
 
7:30 Al-Anon 

13    9:30a PS 
Amazing 
Athletes  

 

14 Flag Day 

 
 

10a KC Chapel 

“The Parable of 

the Talents” 

15 

 

 

7:00 pm VOG 

8p  AA Mtg. 

16 

 

 

8p  AA Mtg. 

17 

 

18   10 am 
Traditional 
Service  

 

 

8pm AA Mtg. 

19   
9:30a PS 
Gymnastics 

 

7:30p  Al-Anon 

20    9:30a PS & 
11 a KC 
Amazing 

Athletes  

 

21  10 a KC 
Chapel “The 
Laborers” 
 
Summer Begins 
5:30 Finance / 
6pm Church 
Council 

22  

 

 
7:00pm VOG 

8p  AA Mtg. 

23  

 

 

 

 

8p  AA Mtg. 

24  H.O.W. 

25    10 am 

Contemporary 

Service 

8P AA Mtg. 

26  9 a Kid City  
Amazing Athletes 
  9:30 PS 

Gymnastics 

Newsletter 

Deadline 12 noon 

7:30p  Al-Anon 

27 

9:30 PS Amazing 

Athletes  

28 10 a KC 
Chapel  “ The 
Lost Sheep” 
 
 
12 noon Miriam 
Circle 

29 

 
 
7:00pm VOG 
8p  AA Mtg. 

30 

 

 

 

Coffee House 7 p 

8p  AA Mtg. 

 

June Birthdays 
 

Marissa Montoya 6/3;  Doris Maile 6/11 
Emily Northcutt 6/11;  Bill Schipper 6/12 
Danielle Olsen 6/12;  Joy Ekstrand 6/19 

Preschool Summer 
Program 
Kid City Summer 
Program “The 
Parables” 
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Remember in Your Prayers  
For our congregation, our pastor and his family; for 

our schools’ outreach; Soren Andersson (Meg Carter's 

Brother), Jeanie Boucher, Anna Maria Burbono, Rodney 

Cummins, Sandi Eddings, Joy Ekstrand, Jesse Flores, 

Gavin Fuentes, Dave Garman, Dr. Getz, Andrew 

Gonzales, Carol Hauer, Brent Hayes, Pilar Kierulf, Julie 

Lee, Victor Lemus, Doris Maile, David Meixner, Mae 

Olsen, the Paustian family, Hazel Pledger, Dawn and 

Lonnie Stewart, Lois Sugarman, Betty Thomas and 

family, Carman Torres, and Juanita White. 

Date Usher/Greeter Acolyte Worship 

Assistant 

Reader Communion 

Asst. 

Altar Care Refreshments Counters 

6/4/17 

Traditional 

Worship 

Melanie 

Knutsen-

Almond 

Carrie Leach 

Landon 

Cameron 

Anita 

Robinette 

Charles 

Cricks 

Anna Marie Hill 
Debbie 
Chambless 

Barbara 

Swisher 

Anita 

Robinette 

Charles 

Cricks 

Meg Carter 

6/11/17 
Contemp. 
Worship 
Palm Sun 
 

Anita Robinette 

Anna Marie Hill 

Landon 

Cameron 

  Melanie 
Knutsen-
Almond 
Carrie Leach 

Sharman 

Sullivan 

Birthday 

Sunday 

Kimberly 
Cameron 
Bernadette 
Forbeck 

6/18/17 

Contemp. 

Worship 

  

Sinta 

Hendargo 

Debbie 

Chambless 

Landon 

Cameron 

Melanie 

Knutsen-

Almond 

Dawn Hayes-

Stewart 

Anita 

Robinette 

Anna Marie Hill 

Sinta 

Hendargo 

Church Meg Carter 
Debbie 
Chambless 

6/25/17 

Blended 

Service 

Cameron 

Family 

Landon 

Cameron 

  Anita 

Robinette 

Debbie 

Chambless 

Sharman 

Sullivan 

Cameron 

Family 

Kimberly 
Cameron 
Debbie 
Chambless 

Worship Assistants for June  If you are unable to assist on your assigned date, 
please arrange with another person from the list for coverage. 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 
DATE:  on Friday,  June 2, 2017 @ 9:30 a.m.  to 11:30    PROGRAM:  Spiritual Retreat 
Theme:  “Heaven is for Real”  Speaker: Ardelia Rhone   Chair:  Frances Settles-909-947-1488 
PLACE:  Trinity United Methodist Church  676 N. Gibbs Ave. Pomona, CA 91767 

Please invite a guest to come out and share in this special day with us.  
Mark 11:24   Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.  

We Support  
The mission of this organization is two-fold: 
Provide emergency food and emotional support to 
needy families primarily in the communities of Azusa, 
Covina, Glendora, La Verne, and San Dimas. 
 
Provide necessary tools and resources to help these 
families become self-sufficient. 

657 E. Arrow Hwy., Unit J, Glendora, CA 91740  
Tel: 626.852.7630  

Email: info@shepherdspantry.com, Web site: 
www.shepherdspantry.com 

 
Drop-off times are Tuesdays from 9-11 a.m., 
Wednesdays from 4-6 p.m., and Thursdays from 4-6 
p.m. Thank you so much for your generosity! 

on Citrus Ave. in Covina, and on Grand Ave in Glendora, provide us with beautiful floral 

bouquets each week at no cost to us.  Please consider using Citrus Valley for all of your 

floral needs, and let them know you are from GOC.  They are an FTD florist and can ship anywhere in the 

country.  Thank you, Citrus Valley Florist! 

Happy anniversary on June 3rd to Bill & Connie Schipper; on June 5, to Len & Meg Carter; and 

on June 27, to Dave & Patti Garman.  God’s blessings for many more happy years together. 
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ABOUT US . . . 
Worship & Sunday School - 10:00 a.m. 

Church Office: 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. (M-F) 
Preschool Office: 7:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m. (M-F)  

Afterschool Office: 9:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m. (M-F) 
Phone: (626) 914-1971  

E-Mail:  office@gocglendora.org  Website: www.gocglendora.org   
Facebook: facebook.com/gocglendora 

We cordially invite you to worship God with us and celebrate the New Life God 
gives us in the raising of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 
Children are an integral part of our worship service. We all begin worship together, 
and then our children are dismissed prior to the sermon to our new Sunday School. 
 
Grace of Calvary Lutheran Church & Preschool is a family-oriented church founded 
in 1956, and a supporter of such programs as Lutheran Social Services of 
California, the Alhambra Retirement Community, the Lutheran Food Bank in West 
Covina, The Shepherd’s Pantry, Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Immigration 
Services, and Habitat for Humanity International. 
 
The Preschool is an exciting, educational ministry open to all children in the 
community. Daily classes are taught by a faculty dedicated to the educational, social 
and spiritual growth of the children from 7:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m., including a computer 
lab. Weekly chapel is led by the Director of Music. Active members of the 
congregation may receive up to a 25% discount off tuition. 
 
Our After School Care program is now a Heritage School open for children in 
grades TK Kindergarten through 8th. We currently start at 6:30 a.m. and have drop-
off and pick-up at the following schools: Sellers, Cullen, La Fetra, Sutherland, 
Goddard and Sandburg.  We provide pick-up of our children from their school to Kid 
City until 6:00 p.m. Time is spent on homework, free and outdoor play and crafts. 
Spanish is taught through our language program along with fun customs and 
culture, all in a loving Christian and caring environment. Weekly chapel is led by the 
Pastor. We have a weekly Amazing Athletes Sports Program where the children can 
exercise and learn sportsmanship.  Nutritious snacks are provided daily. It is our 
belief that each child should enjoy an environment that encourages individual 
emotional, intellectual, social and spiritual growth. It is our desire to help guide our 
Kid City children through the trials of being an elementary and middle school 
student. We are here to help with anything they need. 

 

Our newly-revived Youth Ministry involves Christian concerts, community activities, 
and just getting together for fun and fellowship! 

 

Our women’s group, Miriam Circle, meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month.  
They celebrate by enjoying lunch and pursuing educational and spiritual growth. 
Miriam Circle provides meals for shut-ins, funds for various ministries, as well as 
family visits to those in need. 

 
Preschool:  pc@gocglendora.org      After-School Care: asc@gocglendora.org 
Church: office@gocglendora.org          On the Web: gocglendora.org 

Facebook: Grace of Calvary Lutheran Church Glendora 

David B. Hill, Interim Pastor 

Melanie Knutsen-Almond, President 

Karl Hoff—Vice President 

Debra Chambless—Council Secretary 

Charles Cricks--Treasurer 

Len Carter--Financial Secretary 

Patti Garman--Worship  

Anita Robinette—Evangelism  

Jeff Cameron—Stewardship 

Mel Olsen--Buildings & Grounds 

Danielle Olsen—Preschool & After 

School Care 

Zach Slagle—Parish Education 

Jeffrey Leach—Youth 

************************************************** 

CHURCH STAFF 

Debra Chambless 

Parish Secretary  

 

Dawn Hayes-Stewart 

Director of Music &  

Social Media Ministries 

 

Heart of Worship 

Contemporary Praise Band 

 

PRESCHOOL STAFF 

Elida Peralta 
Director 

 

Lindsey Whittey 
Asst. Director 

 
Teachers/Staff 

   Cat Calderon   Darlene Cesena  

Doreen Cesena  Kim Cronauer  

Christine DeStefano  Mandy Donohoe 

 Shirley Garcia     Brooke Haslett 

Melinda Manus   Yvonne Martinez   

Michelle Sellner   Emily Wood 

 Shawna Wright  Sara Zarceno 

 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

Anna Marie Hill 
Director 

 

Holly Scherch 

Asst. Director 

 

Teachers 

 Erin Chenelia  Kristin Ehlenburg  

Alexandria Jacobo  Nicole Nelli  

Bobbi Nickels  Treya Sigala  

Mary Zaarour 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Mandy Donohoe 

Teacher 

MIRIAM CIRCLE 

Dana Honn,  President 
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Sunday Service 

Worship Service & Sunday 

School @ 10:00 a.m. 

Everyone Is Invited 

Visit us on          and like us   

To know and serve Christ, to 

grow in faith and share God’s 

love with all people. 

Grace of Calvary Lutheran Church, Preschool & After School Care 
804 E. Foothill Blvd., Glendora, CA 91741 

Phone: 626-914-1971  E-Mail:  office@gocglendora.org   

 http://www.gocglendora.org 


