
January, 2017 
Written by David Hill, Pastor, Grace of Calvary Lutheran Church 

It’s time for newspaper columnists to come out with their predictions for the 
events of the coming year.  Some will use some humor, but many will try to 
make their best guesses seriously.  In the tabloids, you’ll find a few self-
professed psychics claiming to know what’s going to happen with certainty.  
It’s also that time of year when companies, organizations, and groups 
announce their goals and projections for the coming year—sales estimates, 
estimated profits or losses, etc.  All these predictions or projections have one 
thing in common—by this time next year virtually none of the things predicted 

now will have happened exactly as thought.  Only God knows! 

If you check a Bible concordance, you’ll find that almost every time “tomorrow” is mentioned in the 
Bible, it’s in a negative context.  St. James warns us against putting our faith in human plans.  “Now 
listen, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, 
carry on business and make money.’  Why, you do not even know what will happen 
tomorrow” (James 4:13).  Proverbs 27:1 says, “Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not 
know what a day may bring forth.”  Jesus Himself told us, “Do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will worry about itself.  Each day has enough trouble of its own” (Matthew 6:34).   

Those of you who like to “fly by the seat of your pants” are cheering!  It justifies your lack of planning 
or goal setting.  After all, why plan or set any goals when no one knows for certain even what 
tomorrow will bring, let alone the next year or five or ten years?  Just save time and skip the 
planning.  That attitude isn’t right!  A certain amount of planning and goal setting is good!  Though 
He was speaking about the cost of following Him, Jesus’ illustration in Luke 14 gives some 
guidance:  “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower.  Will he not first sit down and estimate 
the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it?  For if he lays the foundation and is 
not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build 
and was not able to finish’” (vv. 28-30). 

As with virtually all areas of our Christian life, the subject of planning and goal setting is to be 
approached with balance.  As human beings created in His image, God has given us the ability to 
reason and to plan.  Unfortunately, as human beings fallen into sin, our plans too often are about 
what we want, not necessarily about what God wants.  Fortunately, as human beings reborn through 
Baptism and being recreated into God’s image by the Holy Spirit through God’s Word, we have been 
empowered to align our wills with God’s will.  

Our most important focus in planning is to seek God’s will in all that we do and think.  Proverbs 
offers these words of wisdom: “To man belong the plans of the heart, but from the Lord comes 
the reply of the tongue.  All a man’s ways seem innocent to him, but motives are weighed by 
the Lord.  Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.  The Lord 
works out everything for His own ends” (16:1-4)  

To help us keep the proper focus St. James gives a better alternative to relying on our own plans: 
“Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that” (4:15).  As 
you and I look to the coming year, may each of us seek to have all of our plans and dreams in line 
with the Lord’s will for us and His kingdom. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

Pastor Hill 
 


