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My friends, the Lord’s Prayer is a prayer for all seasons, no matter in what 
season of life you find yourself.  So, how do you use it?  For what purpose do you 
use it?  I’ve asked the family of Grace of Calvary to pray it at least three times a 
day as a part of their Lent season daily discipline.  I’m hoping that they will find 
themselves adding to it some prayers for their personal needs, thoughts, or fears. 

Recently, while praying this prayer, I asked God to open the eyes of some of 
the individuals who are running for President so that they can see how badly 
they’re behaving. I also asked Him to move them to have better respect for one 
another, for our country, and for our Him.  I also prayed that God would help 
some people in our world today to realize that both children and the elderly 
deserve loving care and respect—not neglect and indifference. 

Indeed, the Lord’s Prayer is a prayer for all seasons of life and it is for just such 
time as the present—a season of wondering who’s in control.  So in the Second 
Petition of this prayer (The Lord’s Prayer is divided up into seven petitions, or 
requests), we ask “Thy kingdom come.”  In other words, we’re asking God to 
please take control of those who aren’t in control!   

I. 
But before one can consider this Second Petition, one must take a look at the 

First:  “Hallowed be Thy name.”  To hallow the name of the Lord is to confess that 
“Our Father who art in heaven” is, indeed, Lord of all that is and will be, and that 
He is in absolute control of all of life and eternity.  After all, we aren’t in ultimate 
control of our lives or livelihoods—God is!  We aren’t in control of our church, our 
community, or our world—God is!  We aren’t in control of our eternal destinies—
God is!  And that’s good stuff! 

Yup!  It is good stuff, but it’s much easier said than believed sometimes.  
Because bad stuff happens, and when it does, you can’t help but wonder if Satan 
was having a field day while he was worming his way into people’s hearts and 
minds in order to bring them down with doubts and fears about the power of God 
in this world.  He’ll try to get you to wonder just who was in control when Jesus 
stood before Pilate?  Pilate sure thought that he was because when Jesus 
remained silent to his questions, Pilate said to Him: “Do you refuse to speak to 
me?  Do you not know that I have the authority to release you and the authority 
to crucify you?” (John 19:10).  Why the early Christians who formulated the creed 
chose to use the name Pontius Pilate instead of Caiaphas I don’t know.  But I do 
know that the blood of Jesus was squarely on the hands of both because they 
were in control. 



As Jesus was taught His disciples to pray this prayer, He was looking ahead to 
the cross, and to His sole mission on this earth, i.e., to save this world from sin.  
What was His “crime?”  The only charge that would stick was that He was called 
“King of the Jews.”  Because of that, the soldiers mocked His kingship with a 
crown of thorns and a purple robe, and the inscription “Jesus of Nazareth, King of 
the Jews” was placed above His head on the cross. 

The concept of “Kingship” usually conjures up thoughts of greatness, grandeur, 
glory.  But we see pain, suffering, scorn and death instead.  Back on that serene 
hillside, when Jesus said, “Pray then like this: . . . thy kingdom come,” was He 
looking ahead to when He would say before Pilate, “My kingdom is not of this 
world”?  

Remember Nathanael?  He was one of the initial twelve who signed on in the 
beginning by saying, “You are the Son of God!  You are the King of Israel!”  (John 
1:49).  But could he, Peter, and the rest believe that seeing Jesus before Pilate?  It 
certainly didn’t look like He was a king in control of any kingdom. 

II. 
So, who was in control when Jesus stood before Pilate?  When Jesus finally 

responded to him, the essence of what He said was: “I’m submitting to you, 
governor, because this is the will of my Father.  You are but one more character in 
the whole act of salvation for the world which is unfolding before your very eyes, 
though you are light-years from seeing that.” 

The explanation in Luther’s Catechism speaks of this petition in three ways: 
(1.) the kingdom of power, which states with clarity and conviction that God does 
indeed rule this world and all that is therein, and because we know that our God’s 
power is infinitely beyond any mere mortal, we will not give up hope that our 
nation will reverse its course on issues contrary to the Bible; (2.) the kingdom of 
glory, eternal heaven into which have already entered those loved ones who have 
fallen asleep in Jesus and which shall come into full sight for the rest of us when 
the Lord returns on the Last Day; and (3.) the kingdom of grace. 

Folks, that’s where we are right now, this very minute!  Make no mistake—
God is in control of our lives!  We are, without doubt, under the full weight of His 
authority.  Yes, we may have to answer to other people in our lives, but ultimately 
in every day of our lives we are accountable to God.  And that makes living in 
grace so wondrous and so essential.  For if God didn’t forgive our many 
transgressions, we’d be doomed!  If He punished us every time we cross the line 
from right to wrong, we’d be in a sad state of affairs.  If He was a merciless tyrant 
who had no patience and whose leash was short, we’d be condemned! 



That’s why it’s so great that we live in God’s kingdom of grace.  He loves us, 
embraces us in mercy and compassion, and He forgives our sins—each and every 
one of them, and He calls us His children.  And this kingdom of grace is no more 
powerfully portrayed for us than when we think about all that Jesus experienced 
in our stead as He went to the cross and beyond. 

And so it was, on that gentle hillside overlooking the lake called Galilee, that 
Jesus of Nazareth taught His people to pray, “Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come . . . ! 
 


