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W a s  T h e i r  P l e d g e  M a d e  i n  V a i nW a s  T h e i r  P l e d g e  M a d e  i n  V a i n ??  
 

The excitement of independence was building in the streets of Philadelphia as John Adams rose early on 

July 2, 1776. He sat at a small desk in his rented room and quickly wrote a note to his wife, Abigail. The 
content of that note is as follows: 
 

“The second day of July 1776 will be the most memorable epocha in the history of America. I am apt to believe 
that it will be celebrated by succeeding generations as the great anniversary festival. It ought to be 
commemorated as the Day of Independence by solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty. It ought to be 
solemnized with pomp and parade . . . and illuminations from one end of this continent to the other from this 
time forward forevermore.” 
 

July 2, 1776 was the day for final debate regarding Thomas Jefferson’s draft of the Declaration of 
Independence. This document served notice to England that Americans would no longer live in tyranny. It 
was officially adopted two days later. However, as we all know, just declaring something doesn’t make it so.  
As congress met in Philadelphia, British warships massed in the harbors of New York waiting for an 
opportunity to take the city and push inland by river to capture the members of this rebel American 
congress. Adams indicated to his wife in the above mentioned note that he was aware of the “toil and blood 
and treasures that it will cost us to maintain this declaration.” This statement proved to be prophetic because 
it took seven years of violence before the break from England finally came. 
 

It’s very important for us to reflect on those tumultuous days, to pause for more than just a moment to 
contemplate the sacrifices that they made for us. Fifty-six men signed that document and immediately 
became outlaws, objects for the hangman‘s noose if captured. Most paid dearly for their desire for self 
government. Five were captured and tortured before they died. Two lost sons in battles. Nine fought and 
died from wounds received. Many of them were wealthy farmers, lawyers or businessmen and most became 
bankrupt and destitute. Independence cost them everything. The last sentence of the declaration reads: “And 
for the support of this Declaration, with firm reliance on the protection of divine providence, we mutually 
pledge to each other our lives and our fortunes and our sacred honor.” 
 

Was their pledge made in vain? The irony is that the question of their pledge is ours to answer. One way for 
us all to answer is through our stewardship. The responsibility with which we handle the freedoms 
established by those great men and women of vision becomes paramount to the greatness of our country.  
Just because we have a right to exercise a freedom doesn’t always make it possible for us to do so.  
Irresponsible use of our liberties will eventually weaken the cloth from which we were cut. And the choices 
that we make determine if we will continue the legacy of greatness given us, or will we allow our nation to 
fade away as did Rome, Greece, or Great Britain. 
 

Before independence was declared, Adams wrote that he saw a day when America would be the most 
powerful nation on earth. Being a deeply religious man, he believed that it was by God’s providence that this 
nation be established. Dear friends, are we being salt and light for our nation?” After all, our responsibility is 
to live lives that morally transcend the expectations of the founders and that meet the expectations of our 
heavenly Father. Yes, we’re to live lives that positively impact fellow Americans while reflecting God’s 
holiness. Without doubt God has blessed our country. Yet, are we and our country blessing Him? Take a look 
at and re-evaluate your use of the time, money, and abilities give you by God.  He didn’t give us what we have 
so that we can turn inward and hoard it all for ourselves. We must use all to the glory of His name – sharing 
that which He has given whenever and wherever. John Adams could only imagine then what is now our 
reality. We are a wealthy and great nation of people, but as we stretch a hand out to greet the future, let’s 
hold firmly to the hands that built the foundation of our country.  
 

Have a God-blessed Independence Day!!! 
Your servant in Christ, 

Pastor Hill 
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I 

YOUR CHURCH 
 
We often speak of "The Church," "His Church" and want to take a good 
look at the church founded by Christ and what it means today, a certain 
building located in a certain place, a place to be closer to God and to 
worship Him. He is our Cornerstone.  
 
People make great sacrifices to pay for churches. We must conclude that 
the church building has its place of service just as important as that of the 
Temple in Bible times. 

 
We don't believe Christ came to establish a denomination but to start the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 
1) We have the principle of love - love that finds its roots in God: love that sacrifices for a cause; love 
 that knows no barriers. 
2) Freedom - a soul freedom that recognizes only the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
3) Cooperation - the church seeks to bring in the Kingdom by cooperating together in love and freedom. 
 
The church is the only institution Christ stated during His earthly ministry. It is a divine institution. By faith we 
seek to follow His teachings. He had a purpose for the church as an organization. Christ gave mutual 
responsibilities to the church members as a group. He is the Head of the church and gave Himself for it. 
 
Let us reach out to others and spread the good news of the Gospel until all have heard of His great love to 

the ends of the earth in love and peace.         Evangelism 
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From the 2 year old Class: 

Happy Summer! We have had so much fun 
meeting new friends. Our summer activities 
are keeping us so busy. Circus Week was 
filled with fun crafts, face painting and 
yummy circus snacks.  
 
We are looking forward to 
celebrating 4

th
 of July with 

our parade and lots of red, 
white and blue!   
 
Enjoy the rest of the summer! 
 
Miss Darlene, Mrs. Yvonne and Miss Brooke 
************************************************************ 

From the 3 year old Classes: 

 

We’ve started off with lots of summer time 
fun, meeting new friends, having ice cream, 
water play and lots of fun with bubbles.  
 
The kids enjoyed our Beauty and Creation of 
Planet Earth weeks. They had lots of fun 
going to the Farmers’ Market and picking our 
own fruits and vegetables. 
 
Most importantly we 
learned and talked about 
how God created us and 
the world.  We also 
learned about the circus, 
during our Circus Week. 
The kids got to do face 
painting and make circus animals.  
 
Our Amazing Science Expo Week was very 
creative and hands on, mixing our own 
colors, making our own volcanoes and 
watching them erupt. 

From the Director: 

What an amazing 
summer it has been! 
The children have 
surely enjoyed all the fun activities that our 
staff planned for the month of June.  
 

July will bring lots 
more fun starting off 
with our Spirit of 
America week and 
celebrating 4

th
 of July 

with a parade and 
picnic. July 6

th
–10

th
 

will be our Fit and Fearless Week where the 
kids will learn and talk about health and 
fitness and also participate in a race day!  
 
July 13

th
-17

th
 will be A Disney Kind of Fun 

week; the kids will have an adventure with a 
treasure hunt and also get to dress up for 
Disney character dress-up day.   
 
July 20

th
–24

th
 will be our Hawaiian Vacation 

Week; the kids will get to learn all about the 
Hawaiian Islands, make grass skirts and 
have a Luau Day. To wrap up our summer 
we will have an “Adios to Summer” week 
where the kids will make Memories of 
Summer at Grace and also enjoy P.J. and 
Movie day. 
   
We hope that everyone has a fun a safe 4

th
 

of July celebration and many blessings to 
you all! 

Sincerely, Ms. Elida 
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So much more fun is coming in July, we 
hope everyone has a fun and safe 4

th
 of 

July! 
 
Ms. Shawna, Miss Melinda, Ms. Cindy and 
Mrs. Christine 
************************************************** 
From the Pre-K and Kindergarten 
Classes: 
 
Greetings from Summer Camp! 
 
The Pre-K’s and Kindergarteners are having 
fun making new friends and seeing our 
returning summer students. The children 
have loved our fun-filled summer days.  
 
In June, we learned all about our planet 
earth, clowned around during Circus Week, 
and explored the Amazing Science Expo! 
 
During July, we will be closed Friday, July 
3

rd
, in observance of the 4

th
 of July. 

 
Our themes for the month are, “Fit and 
Fearless,” “Disney Kind of Fun,” “Hawaiian 
Vacation” and finishing up summer with 
“Adios to Summer!” 
 
We hope you are having a great summer! 
 
Love, 
 
Miss Rhyan, Ms. Kim, Mrs. Garcia and Miss 
Lindsey 

 



 

6 

 

 

 

 

From the Afterschool Care Summer Camp for July 2015 

We can’t believe that our summer program, called Bible Boot Camp, is already half way done! This year, our 

camp is centered on Ephesians 6:11-18 and talks about “The Armor of God.”  “Put on the armor of God, that 

you may be able to stand against the tricks of the devil!” So far, the children have made  The Belt of Truth, 

The Breast Plate of Righteousness and The Gospel of Peace Sandals. We have had so many wonderful and 

fun activities that the time has just “marched” on by! 

Week One was Sports Week and led by Miss Mandy. During sports week we had 

many sports-related games. We brought our scooters in for some “wheely” fun 

exercise. We had wild water play day with exercise related water activities. We really 

had a “ball” when we went bowling at West Covina Lanes! 

Week Two was Anatomy and Exercise Week and led by Miss Treya. We learned 

about how our bodies need exercise and one of our “heartwarming” activities was 

making life-sized models of the inside of our body.  We got our bodies moving at Jump 

‘n’ Jammin and learned about how animals move at the Southern California Reptile Show. We also went to 

the San Dimas Pool for some cool water exercise too. We grew in “strength” and in Christ during this week. 

Week Three was Nature Week and led by Miss April. Everyone learned about how plants grow while we 

“grew” in our faith. They planted their own grass and sunflower seeds. We made a poster with the children in 

their “armor” that is still “growing” daily with new students. We made Father’s Day (and grandfather) cards 

and gifts. We learned about Nature at the Kidspace Outdoor Museum and some might have been “bugged” 

by the insects they got to hold. 

Week Four was Health and Safety Week and was led by Miss Mandy. We made our own walkie-talkies and 

wrote letters of thanks to the Fire and Police Departments for keeping us “safe.” We made both the Fire and 

Police Department gift baskets with wonderful poems about how we are thankful for them. We made a quick 

visit to the Fire and Police Departments here in Glendora to deliver them “safely.” The youngest children in 

our group went to the library to sing some songs and do some “healthy” dancing. We went to Laser Island 

where we learned it was better if you remained “safe” by avoiding being tagged and also participated in a 

“healthy” round or two of miniature golf. We cooled off at the end of the week by going to the pool, where 

“safety” always comes first! Thanks to Mr. Jeff who helped keep us “safe” at the pool this week. 

Our chapels have been on Thursdays and we are learning two songs called The Armor of God and I Am in 

the Lord’s Army. 

It’s a non-stop action packed summer and we are proud of our students and their great behavior. Everyone 

is having such a great time here that no one wants to go home when the day is done!  

“We are in the Lord’s Army!”-“Yes Sir!”  

Mrs. Hill and the Incredible Bible Boot Camp Staff at Grace of Calvary- Miss April, Miss Erin, Miss Holly, Mrs. 

Jenn, Miss Mandy, Miss Mary, Miss Treya, and Mr. Ryan  
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Recent Happenings Around GOC 
March—Secret Sisters Tea 

 

 

 

 

May—Annual Mother-Daughter Brunch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June—Certificate of Appreciation—Karl Hoff 

 

 

NEW FAX: We have a new fax number! Please note for your records - 

(626) 642-7520. Share the news! 
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Date 1st Reading Psalm 2nd Reading Gospel 

07/05 Ezekiel 2:1-5 Psalm 123 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 Mark 6:1-13 

07/12 Amos 7:7-15 Psalm 85:8-13 Ephesians 1:3-14 Mark 6:14-29 

07/19 Jeremiah 23:1-6 Psalm 23 Ephesians 2:11-22 Mark 6:30-44 

07/26 Genesis 9:8-17 Psalm 136:1-9 Ephesians 3:14-21 Mark 6:45-56 

July Scripture ReadingsJuly Scripture ReadingsJuly Scripture Readings   

  2015 
 

Kid City (ASC) 
Summer 
Program 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

PS Theme: 

Spirit of 

America Week! 

ASC Theme: 

Shield of Faith! 

 1 

10a PS Chapel 

ASC San Dimas 

Canyon Park 

2 

ASC Swim Day 

3 

SCHOOLS & 

OFFICES 

CLOSED FOR 

4TH OF JULY 

4  

 

5  
9a Bible St. 

10a Patriotic 
Worship      

8p  AA Mtg. 

6   ASC Theme: 

Helmet of Salvation 
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10a PS Chapel 
ASC 
California 
ScienCenter 
 

8 9 10a  

ASC Juggler Show 

 

 

8p  AA Mtg.    

10  

ASC Swim Day 
 
 
 
 
8p  AA Mtg 

11 PS Fit & 

Fearless Week 

 

3:30-6p H.O.W. 

12 
9a Bible St. 
10a Cont. 
Worship 
 
8p  AA Mtg. 

13 ASC Theme: 
Sword of the Spirit 

 

 

7:30p Al-Anon 

14  
   

15  
10a PS Chapel   
ASC Cabrillo Aqu.ASC Cabrillo Aqu.ASC Cabrillo Aqu.   
5p Finance Comm.5p Finance Comm.5p Finance Comm.   
6p Council Mtg.6p Council Mtg.6p Council Mtg. 

16 

 

8p  AA Mtg.  

17 
ASC Swim Day 

  
 

 

8p  AA Mtg. 

18 

PS Disney Fun 

19  9a Bible St. 
10a Trad. 
Worship 

8p AA Mtg. 

20 ASC Theme: 
The Battle Plan 

Is Prayer! 
 
 
 
7:30p Al-Anon 

21 
10a PS Chapel 
ASC John’s 
Incredible Pizza 
 
NEWSLETTERNEWSLETTER  
DEADLINE!DEADLINE!  

 

22 12p Miriam Cir. 
 

23 10a ASC 
Great Scott the 
Glad Scientist 
 
 
 
8p  AA Mtg. 

24 
ASC Swim Day 
 
 
 
8p  AA Mtg 

25  

PS Hawaiian 

Vacation 

 

 

3:30-6p H.O.W. 

 

26 9a Bible St. 
10a Cont. 
Worship 

8p AA Mtg. 

27  

 

7:30p Al-Anon 

28  
 

29 
10a PS Chapel 

ASC Bonelli Park 

30 
 
8p  AA Mtg. 

31 
ASC Swim Day 
 
 
 
 
8p  AA Mtg 

PS Adios to 

Summer! 

               

07/01 Kelly Swisher    07/03 Marion Hillman 
07/05  Paul Cricks       

07/08 Dawn Hayes-Stewart 
07/19 Melinda Manus (PS) 

07/20 Samantha Farst  07/22 Shawna Wright 
07/23 Johnny Ekstrand 

    07/24 Rita Reece    07/26 Lonnie Stewart   
   07/30 Marie Groce  07/30 Tannis Wallace 

07/31 Sierra Barrios 

HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY! 

Pastor and Anna Marie Hill 7/15/83 
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Remember in Your Prayers  
For our congregation, for our pastor and his family; 

for our schools’ outreach; for our building project; for 

our finances; for new staff openings; Patti Aldrich 

(injured wrists/daughter Lanna hospitalized;) Ray 

Bierle (radiation treatment); Chris Cricks (recovering 

stroke); Kristen Marie Ekstrand (Scott, Amber & Johnny); 

Socorro Gonzalez; the family of Marilyn Hill (B. Signa 

niece) who passed away from cancer 6/19; Grace 

Kierulf; Pilar Kierulf; Doris Maile (continuing 

recovery); Rosemary Montoya; Tyler James Northcutt

(born to Rebecca Northcutt & Kurt Dinger on 5/19—

baptism on 6/28); George Olsen (Mel’s brother-throat 

cancer); Judy (Mae’s niece-breast cancer/mastectomy); 

Maxine (Mae’s sister-in-law)-cancer surgery; Mae Olsen; 

Monica Paustian, Elena Ramirez, Lonnie Stewart. 

The mission of this organization is two-fold: 

1. Provide emergency food and emotional support to 

needy families primarily in the communities of Azusa, 

Covina, Glendora, La Verne, and San Dimas. 

2. Provide necessary tools and resources to help these 

families become self-sufficient. 

657 E. Arrow Hwy., Unit J, Glendora, CA 91740  

Tel: 626.852.7630  

Email: info@shepherdspantry.com, Web site: 

www.shepherdspantry.com 

 

Drop-off times are Tuesdays from 9-11 a.m., Wednesdays 

from 4-6 p.m., and Thursdays from 4-6 p.m. Thank you so 

much for your generosity! 

We Support  

Date Usher/Greeter Acolyte Worship 

Assistant 

Reader Communion 

Asst. 

Altar Care Refreshments Counters 

07/05/15 

Patriotic 

Worship 

Melanie 

Knutsen-Almond 

Carrie Leach 

Volunteers Anna Marie 

Hill 

Ryan Hill Anita Robinette 
Debbie 
Chambless 

Barbara 

Swisher 

Anita 

Robinette 

Meg Carter 

Charles Cricks 

07/12/15 
Contemp. 
Worship 

Anita Robinette 

Patti Garman 

Volunteers   Melanie 

Knutsen-Almond 

Carrie Leach 

Sharman 

Sullivan 

BIRTHDAY 

SUNDAY 

 

Mallie Donohoe 
Rich Ekstrand 

07/19/15 Mallie & Bonnie 

Donohoe 

Volunteers Anita 

Robinette 

Ken Feick Debbie 

Abercrombie 

Anna Marie Hill 

Sinta 

Hendargo 

Church 

Freezer 

Bernadette 

Forbeck 

Debbie 

Chambless 

07/26/15 Melanie 

Knutsen-Almond 

Carrie Leach 

Volunteers   Anita Robinette 

Debbie 

Chambless 

Sharman 

Sullivan 

TBA Mallie Donohoe 
Rich Ekstrand 

Worship Assistants JulyWorship Assistants July   If you are unable to assist on your assigned date, 
please arrange with another person from the list for coverage. 

Love It Dip 

 

1 can ( 15 oz.) chili con carne without beans. 1 package ( 8 oz.) cream cheese softened 
1/2 cup shredded Cheddar cheese   Corn or tortilla chips 

 
 In a small saucepan, mix chili con carne and cream cheese.   
     Cook and stir over low heat until cream cheese melts. 
        Pour into a chafing dish or fondue pot. 
Sprinkle Cheddar cheese over the top and cover until Cheddar cheese melts. 
  Serve warm with chips. Makes about 3 cups 
    Miriam B. Loo 
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ABOUT US . . . 
Adult Bible Study - 9:00 a.m. 

Worship & Sunday School - 10:00 a.m. 
 

Church Office: 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. (M-F)   (626) 914-1971 
Preschool Office: 7:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m. (M-F)  (626) 335-8413 
Afterschool Office: 9:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m. (M-F) (626) 914-1922 

Fax: (626) 548-2018 

We cordially invite you to worship God with us and celebrate the New Life God 
gives us in the raising of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 
Children are an integral part of our worship service. We all begin worship together, 
and then our children are dismissed prior to the sermon to our new Sunday School. 
 
Grace of Calvary Lutheran Church & Preschool is a family-oriented church founded 
in 1956, and a supporter of such programs as Lutheran Social Services of 
California, the Alhambra Retirement Community, the Lutheran Food Bank in West 
Covina, The Shepherd’s Pantry, Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Immigration 
Services, and Habitat for Humanity International. 
 
The Preschool is an exciting, educational ministry open to all children in the 
community. Daily classes are taught by a faculty dedicated to the educational, social 
and spiritual growth of the children from 7:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m., including a computer 
lab. Weekly chapel is led by the Director of Music. Active members of the 
congregation may receive up to a 25% discount off tuition. 
 
Our After School Care program is now a Heritage School open for children in 
grades Kindergarten through 8th. We currently have drop-off and pick-up at the 
following schools: Sellers, Cullen, La Fetra, Sutherland, Goddard and Sandburg.  
We provide pick-up of our children from their school to GOC until 6:00 p.m. Time is 
spent on homework, free and outdoor play and crafts. Spanish is taught through the 
Rosetta Stone Language Program along with fun customs and culture, all in a loving 
Christian and caring environment. Weekly chapel is led by the Pastor. Nutritious 
snacks are provided daily. It is our belief that each child should enjoy an 
environment that encourages individual emotional, intellectual, social and spiritual 
growth. It is our desire to help guide our After School children through the trials of 
being an elementary school student. We are here to help with anything they need. 

Our newly-revived Youth Ministry involves Christian concerts, community activities, 
and just getting together for fun and fellowship! 
 
Our women’s group, Miriam Circle, meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month.  
They celebrate by enjoying lunch and pursuing educational and spiritual growth. 
Miriam Circle provides meals for shut-ins, funds for various ministries, as well as 
family visits to those in need. 

 
Preschool:  pc@gocglendora.org      After-School Care: asc@gocglendora.org 
Church: office@gocglendora.org          On the Web: gocglendora.org 

Facebook: Grace of Calvary Lutheran Church Glendora 

David B. Hill, Interim Pastor 
 

Mallie Donohoe, President 
 

Lonnie Stewart, Vice President 
 

Susan Feick, Council Secretary 
 

Charles Cricks, Treasurer 
 

Melanie Knutsen-Almond 
Financial Secretary 

 
Patti Garman, Worship  

 
Anita Robinette, Evangelism  

 
Len Carter, Stewardship 

 
Mel Olsen, Buildings & Grounds 

 
Bernadette Forbeck 

Preschool & After School Care 
 

Meg Carter, Parish Education 
 

Jeffrey Leach, Youth 

************************************************** 

CHURCH STAFF 

Dawn Hayes-Stewart 

Parish Secretary  

Director of Music &  

Social Media Ministries 

 

Heart of Worship 

Contemporary Praise Band 

 

PRESCHOOL STAFF 

Elida Peralta 

Acting Director 

 

Amber Ekstrand 

Acting Assistant Director 

Teachers/Staff 

Rhyan Cardoso   Brooke Haslett 

Darlene Cesena   Kim Cronauer 

Christine DeStefano 

 Shirley Garcia  Patricia Majerus 

Melinda Manus  Yvonne Martinez  

Cynthia Martin-Ramos 

   Brenda Morales  Michelle Sellner 

Lindsey Whittey  Shawna Wright 

 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

Anna Marie Hill 

Director 

 

Teachers 

 Erin Chenelia  Mandy Donohoe   

Jennifer Markley  

April Morales Holly Scherch 

Treya Sigala  Mary Zaarour 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Mandy Donohoe 

Teacher 
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We  

Our  

Sponsors 
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Grace of Calvary Lutheran Church, Preschool & After School Care 
804 E. Foothill Blvd., Glendora, CA 91741 

Church: 626-914-1971,  Preschool: 626-335-8413, After School: 626-914-1922 
E-Mail:  office@gocglendora.org   Fax: 626-642-7520 

Sunday Service 

Adult Bible Study @ 9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service & Sunday 

School @ 10:00 a.m. 

Everyone Is Invited 

http://www.gocglendora.com 

Visit us on and like us   

To know and serve Christ, to 

grow in faith and share God’s 

love with all people. 


